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Wednesday, September 1, 2010
5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Reuben H. Fleet Science Center, Balboa Park

Dr. Robert M. Friedman of The J. Craig Venter Institute will discuss the ethical and social ramifications of 
constructing genetic material in “Synthetic Biology, Who Is Watching?”, the Ethics Center’s September 1 
“Exploring Ethics” free public forum at the Reuben H. Fleet Science Center.  The Venter Institute recently 
created the first “synthetic” bacterial cell by synthesizing the genome of a small bacterium from the 
chemicals that make up DNA. They then "booted up" that genome in a cell to create the first cell controlled 
completely by a synthetic genome.

Friedman will talk about a two year study involving the Venter Institute, MIT, and the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies on safety and security concerns posed by synthetic biology. After providing an 
overview of the technology and the societal issues it raises, he will present options to help enhance 
biosecurity, foster laboratory safety, and protect the communities and environments outside of laborato-
ries.

“Exploring Ethics” forums are free and open to the public.  

Please register here: http://syntheticbiology.eventbrite.com/



    Robert Friedman is Director for California at the Venter Institute. 
Friedman directs JCVI’s Policy Center and is also active in several 
projects ongoing in the Institute’s Environmental Genomics Group. 
Prior to joining the Venter Institute, Friedman was Vice President for 
Research at The Heinz Center, a nonprofit policy research organiza-
tion that brings together collaborators from government, industry, 
environmental organizations, and academia. Earlier, Friedman was 
a Senior Associate at the Office of Technology Assessment, U.S. 
Congress (OTA). For 16 years, he advised Congressional committees 
on issues involving environmental and natural resources policy.

Dr. Friedman received his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison, in Ecological Systems Analysis, concentrating in ecology, 
environmental engineering, and systems analysis. He is a Fellow of 
the American Association for the Advancement of Science.


